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ANY THOUGHTS?
1  Learning 

grammar is an 
important part 
of learning a 

foreign 
language. 

2  Every 
student can 

learn 
grammar.

3 Once you 
understand 

the rules of a 
language, you 
can become 

good at 
speaking it.



TWO DIFFERENT 
APPROACHES

implicit/inductive/by exposure
explicit/deductive/rules-oriented

Which one is easier for you? 
Which one works better in 
language teaching? 



LET'S SEE
bit.ly/DedInd



PERSONALITY-STYLE LABELS

 
A re�ective and 
open-minded 

thinker who learns 
from observations 

and patterns to 
form general 

ideas.
 

A logical and 
methodical 

thinker who starts 
from clear rules 
or principles to 

reach structured 
conclusions.

 

Inductive 
Reasoner: 

The Explorer

Deductive 
Reasoner: 

The Analyser

Which 
one is 
you? 



Language teaching can only be e�ective if 
it comes from an understanding of how 

people learn languages.  

Bill Van Patten, 2019



knowledge - conscious, explicit
 
knowledge - unconscious, implicit

Declarative

Procedural

What is the interface 
between them? 



3 THEORIES
1 No interface: Krashen 
(1981), Paradis (2009)

Explicit knowledge is slowly 
acquired & slowly accessed. 
It cannot become implicit 
knowledge.

2 Strong interface: 
DeKeyser (1998)

3 Weak interface: Long 
(2020), Van Patten 
(2018), Ellis (2020)

Implicit knowledge drives SLA, 
but explicit knowledge can 
become implicit knowledge 
through practice.

Implicit knowledge drives SLA, but 
explicit knowledge can help develop 
implicit knowledge. The constraints 
are developmental readiness and 
limited attentional resources.
 



2 examples



Today, we are learning the rule 
for the present simple tense in 
English. 
Step 1: Read the rule: "We use -s 
with he/she/it (e.g., She walks)." 
Step 2: Practice the rule by 
completing these sentences with 
the correct verb form: She ___ 
(play) tennis every Saturday. My 
dog ___ (like) bones. He ___ 
(go) to school. Step 3: Write your 
own three sentences about 
people or animals using the rule.

EXPLICIT TO IMPLICIT
IMPLICIT WITH 

EXPLICIT SUPPORT
Step 1: Read or listen to a short story 
about Jenny’s school day.
Step 2: Find all the words in the story 
that describe what Jenny does.
Step 3: Complete the sentences about 
Jenny’s day using words from the 
story:
Jenny ___ breakfast at 7.
Jenny ___ to school.
Jenny ___ cartoons in the afternoon.
Compare your answers with a partner.
What do you notice about the way you 
wrote the sentences?



Most knowledge is tacit 
knowledge; most 
learning is implicit; the 
vast majority of our 
cognitive processing is 
unconscious (Ellis, 2005).

The �ndings of a pervasive 
implicit mode of learning, and 
the limited role of explicit 
learning..., point to a default 
mode for SLA that is 
fundamentally implicit, and to 
the need to avoid declarative 
knowledge when designing 
pedagogical procedures 
(Doughty, 2003).



What 

about our 

students?  

Image by Eak K. from Pixabay

Say one sentence in 
which you will use 
"my students" and 

"grammar".   



RESEARCH MOTIVATION 
Teachers’ conversations: Diverse 
opinions on best approaches in EFL.

Teachers' aim: Inspiring learners to 
see grammar as a tool for 
meaningful communication. 

Students’ voices: Honest re�ections 
on how they learn grammar.

 



RESEARCH AIM 
Phase 1: To gather data on learners' 
attitudes towards grammar and 
grammar learning strategies. 

Phase 2: To create and validate a 
questionnaire on grammar learning 
attitudes and strategies.  

 



The jamovi project (2024). jamovi. (Version 2.6) [Computer 
So�ware]. Retrieved from https://www.jamovi.org. R Core Team 
(2024). 

PROCEDURE

Interview
Questionnaire

8th graders (N=20)
Recordings

7th graders (N=21)
Jamovi



RESULTS - RECORDINGS

Media4 Tea.mp3

Media4 David.mp3

Media3.mp3

Media2.mp3

Media4 Ana Barišić.mp3highly pro�cient

of medium  pro�ciency

of low  pro�ciency



Djevojčice

21
Dječaci

7

RESULTS - QUESTIONNAIRE



Ocjena



Samoprocjena - 
razumijevanje 
slušanjem



Lagano mi je 
shvatiti i naučiti 
englesku 
gramatiku.



Učim 
gramatička 
pravila 
napamet.



Vježbam 
gramatiku 
rješavajući 
zadatke nakon 
obrade 
gramatičkog 
pravila.



Slušam engleski i 
čitam na 
engleskom jeziku i 
sam/a shvatim 
pravila.



Kroz primjenu 
uvježbavam kako 
gramatički 
pravilno govoriti 



Kroz pisanje  
uvježbavam 
gramatički 
pravilno 
izražavanje. 



Od sugovornika ili 
umjetne 
inteligencije tražim 
da mi analizira 
gramatičke 
pogreške.



Puno bolje mi ide 
gramatika kada 
uopće ne 
razmišljam o 
pravilima, već 
govorim i pišem 
“po sluhu”.



Gramatiku 
učim radi 
ocjene.



Gramatiku 
učim jer želim 
pravilno 
govoriti/pisati.



Osjećam se 
sigurnije kada 
znam pravila.



Ako mi neko 
gradivo iz 
gramatike nije 
jasno, potražim 
pomoć. 



Gramatika se 
najbolje nauči 
na nastavi. 



Gramatika mi je 
dosadna. 



Nema smisla 
učiti gramatiku.



Guess the 

correlations



Learning by heart - Learning for a grade
 
Acquiring grammar though exposure - 
Motivation to be more accurate - Seeking help - 
Usage-based learning - Learning in the 
classroom - Feeling safer when they know the 
rules

CORRELATIONS



KEY TAKEAWAYS
Weak interface

Exposure

Learning patterns

Developmental readiness

Motivation and attitude

 



HOW DO YOU 
DO IT IN THE 

CLASSROOM? 



EXAMPLE 1 - 
PRESENT SIMPLE











EXAMPLE 2 - 
PRESENT PERFECT













Exposure (listening/reading) 
helps build intuition. 

Metalanguage o�ers clarity 
and con�dence.

Combining both approaches 
works best for the students.

 

CONCLUSION





bit.ly/HUPEGrammar

Your feedback and 

involvement matters!



THANKS
lidija31431@gmail.com ivanamarinic@gmail.com


